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President Tang Tao (right) awards Prof. Lin Jianhua a
certificate to appoint him as UIC’s first Distinguished
Adjunct Professor of Chinese Culture and Society
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In his welcoming speech, President Tang Tao thanked Prof. Lin

Jianhua for his support to UIC's national studies education
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Prof. Lin Jianhua delivered a keynote speech titled “Become

free of doubts at forty -- Education Reform for the Future”
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A group photo of the guests

“Diversity is the future of education.
Distinctiveness will be a criterion for good
said Prof. Lin
former president of Peking

educational institutions,”
Jianhua,
University and founding director of its centre
for future education management research,
during his lecture at UIC on 27 November,
2019.

Prof. Lin Jianhua shared his insights into
China’s higher education and its significant
He
pointed out that higher quality and diversified

achievements over the past 40 years.

education is still urgently demanded.

Prof. Lin believes that universities should
open the boundaries regarding fields of study
as well as the boundaries for learning.

By synergising resources of universities,
society and enterprises, as well as by
integrating learning and doing, future-oriented
education can provide students extraordinary
learning and growth experience.

Prof. Lin continued that a liberal arts
education is what modern education needs to
cultivate high-calibre creative talents. Prof.
Lin Jianhua also heaped praise on the liberal
arts education advocated by UIC, which
strives to foster well-rounded whole persons
with a deep understanding of Chinese culture

and an international vision.
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Resident Artists Lecture Series

Approaches to Kun Opera
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On the afternoon of April 10, 2019, Ms. Wang Fang,
the inheritor of the National Intangible Cultural
Heritage (Kun Opera), came to the UIC Performance
Theatre and gave a lecture about the approaches to
Kun Opera to the teachers and students in the
university.

Starting from the origin of Kun Opera, Ms. Wang
Fang said that, this kind of drama originated in
Suzhou and has a history of more than 600 years. It
was originally called Kunshan Opera, and preserved a
large number of weak-sound characters and sharp
group-sounds in Suzhou local dialects. After some
improvement by Wei Liangfu, a new voice was
formed, called Shuimo Tune. A series of elements
was also added, such as stages, actors and repertoires
which developed into Kun Opera, and spread across
the whole country. In 2001, Kun opera was appraised
as the first batch of world intangible cultural heritage,
not only because of its characteristics that combined
poetry, word, song, dance and music, but also because
it was on the verge of extinction.

Then Ms. Wang Fang showed the music scores of Kun
Opera to the students, and introduced the four major
musical instruments used by Kun Opera Orchestra,
such as Sheng, Tihu, Pipa, Sanxian, as well as Chinese
bamboo flute, drums and clappers.

In order to let everyone understand and appreciate the
charm of Kun Opera more deeply, Ms. Wang Fang
explained it one by one from several aspects of “Four
Achievements and Five Methods”.

After sharing the basic skills and techniques of Kun
Opera, Ms. Wang Fang sincerely said, “Skills are not
developed in a day, but many days and months”, and
imparted the little trick to alleviate intense sentiment
according to her own long stage experience to the
students present.

Finally, Ms. Wang Fang introduced the four major
industries of Kun Opera, including Sheng, Dan, Jing
and Chou. At the same time, she briefly introduced the
different characteristics and types about the industries.
After the lecture, many students were still captivated
and continued to talk with Ms. Wang Fang about their
experience of Kun Opera and traditional culture.
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Academic Lecture

“Shi” (Documents) Genre and the Materiality of Making an Argument:

Some Methodological Considerations
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Associate professor of Chinese philosophy and
fellow of the Queen’s College at the University of
Oxford, Dr. Dirk Meyer, was invited to give a guest
lecture at UIC on 22 November,2019.

His lecture was titled, ““Shu” (Documents) Genre
and the Materiality of Making an Argument: Some
Methodological Considerations’.

Dr. Meyer currently works on Chinese Philosophy
with a special focus on close philological analysis.
His research explores argument strategies in early
Chinese thought production and the interplay of
material conditions and ideas.

During Dr. Meyer's lecture he went through the
books he has written and his research process. He
explained that his research is based off of Yuri
Lotman’s theory that, “Text and structure mutually
condition each other” and added that his approach
and study is through literary forms of argument.

Dr. Meyer’s lecture went through what an argument
is, manuscript and text cultures, structure and
phusis, what a genre is and how to apply them in the
performance of an argument.

At the end there were numerous questions that
surrounded the idea of the author’s argumentative
intentions and the true meaning of texts and the
social conditions surrounding them. He responded
by saying, “The original meaning of texts is a
really difficult question. I personally don’t believe
in original meanings of texts because there is so
many social conditions surrounding original
meanings, whether I was in a bad mood, a good
mood, was more influenced by something that day
than the next.”

When asked about why he is so interested in Chinese
culture, he said, “I would insist in the enterprise of
humanity that we can enable us to engage with a
tradition that is not necessarily ours.” He continued
by explaining the importance of learning

academically about other cultures and traditions.
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Question and answer session at the end
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UIC’s 14th Annual Chinese Creative Culture Competition
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The guests beat the drum three times announced the beginning of the final competition
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UIC’s 14th Annual Chinese Creative
Culture Competition was held
successfully in the Performance Theatre
of UIC on 8 May, 2019, which attracted
hundreds of teachers and students to
participate. All works are divided into
two categories, acting and DV, with DV
being divided into narrative type and
special topic type.

There was a total of 37 Performance
works and 113 DV works in this year’s
competition. After being reviewed by a
judging panel consisting of professional
teachers, L@k R RHEE) . (FH%
R%Z%) . (E') won the First,
Second and Third Prize respectively in
the acting category, (&) . (=)
&Y . (4F@) won the First, Second
and Third Prize respectively in the
narrative category while (R4
) o () o (PA) ranked
First, Second and Third respectively in

the special topic category.

ERE LGS (LB RRGER) BB

Picture of the First Prize winner in the acting category
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Picture of the Second Prize winner in the acting category
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Picture of the Third Prize winner in the acting category
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Academic Seminar for Commemorating the 400th Anniversary of the Birth
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of Wang Chuanshan

On September 8, 2019, the two-day academic
seminar to commemorate the 400th anniversary of
the birth of Wang Chuanshan was successfully
concluded. 17 experts and scholars from more than
10 institutions of higher learning and scientific
research at home and abroad, members of the sub-
research group on the topic of Chinese Traditional
Culture “Thirteenth Five Year Plan” of the People's
Education Press (PEP) ,as well as the teachers and
students of Zhuhai universities, almost 400 people,
gathered together to explore the contemporary
value and the world significance of the spirit of
Chuanshan.

Wang Chuanshan, also known as Wang Fuzhi, a
thinker in the late Ming and early Qing dynasties,
was born in Hengyang County, Hengzhou
Government, Hunan Province (namely Hengyang,
Hunan province). He has contributed more than 100
kinds of works in his life and he has synthesized
different Chinese classics. The purpose of the
proseminar was to summarize the thoughts of
Chuanshan, develop and expand the spirit of
Chuanshan, promote the study of Chuanshan,
enhance the confidence of Chinese culture, to
cooperate with our country to create cultural soft
power strategies, and to help the country construct a
“Humanities Bay Area”.

The letter of congratulation in this seminar was
specially written by Prof. Xu Jialu, who is the former
vice chairman of the Standing Committee of the
National People's Congress, chairman of UIC board
of governors, and director of the Institute for
Communication Studies of Chinese Culture. The
letter was read out by the director of the Chinese
Language and Culture Centre and secretary-general
of the Institute for Communication Studies of

Chinese Culture, Prof. Wu Hongyu. It said, “Chinese

®

Group photo of the members participating in the seminars

traditional cultural is not only a long flow, running to
the vast sea, but also a string of beads and jade
without an end point. At the same time, Wang
Chuanshan is not only the torrent in this river, but
also an indispensable part of the pearl and jade chain.
To hold the seminar is a good thing, and it is
meaningful. It will not only contribute fruitful
research results, but also produce an academic effect,
which will make more people think of Wang
Chuanshan and restore, important national cultural
memories.”

The seminar is the first large-scale academic seminar
on the study of Chuanshan culture in Zhuhai, which
was held by the Institute for Communication Studies
of Chinese Culture of UIC and the College of
Humanities of Zhuhai City Polytechnic. It was also
sponsored by UIC Whole Person Education Office,
Zhuhai Siyu Chuanshan study houses and Zhuhai
Hengyang Chamber of Commerce.

The Party Committee Secretary of Zhuhai City
Polytechnic, Prof. Zhong Yijun, the vice minister of
the Propaganda Department of Hengyang City,
Hunan Province (where Wang Chuanshan was born),
Tan Chongen, the secretary and chairman of Zhuhai
Social Science Federation, Cai Xinhua and the head
of Ideological and Political Affairs Bureau of Zhuhai
Education Bureau, Li Dongsheng were present at the
opening ceremony of the seminar.

At the seminar, the experts discussed enthusiastically
based on the topics of the “Practical Significance of
Chuanshan’s Philosophy”, including the education of
Chuanshan’s poetry, music, etiquette, the study of
Spring and Autumn classics, cosmology and the folk
dissemination of Chuanshan’s thoughts.

The seminar held four keynote speeches and
academic exchanges to further explore the

contemporary value of Wang Chuanshan's thoughts.
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The Letter of Congratulation of Prof. Xu Jialu

Dear experts, teachers, students, ladies and
gentlemen,

| am so glad to hear that the Academic Seminar for
commemorating the 400th anniversary of the birth
of Wang Chuanshan was held by the Institute for
Communication Studies of Chinese Culture of UIC
and the College of Humanities of Zhuhai City
Polytechnic. This is a good and meaningful thing
to develop and expand excellent traditional culture
in the new era. Thank you for your kind invitation
to the Organizing Committee of the General
Assembly. Unfortunately, | can’t attend the
seminar and listen to and learn from your grand
views and wise ideas. Here | can only wish this
seminar a complete success and fruitful results.

| have not done much research on Wang
Chuanshan's thoughts. | am engaged in the
teaching and research of the classical philology.
Since the period of Qianjia, the deep philological
probing of texts and words, and their literal
meanings has become the prominent science. On
the contrary, Neo-Confucianism of the Song
(960-1279) and Ming times was neglected or even
disparaged for a long term. | have also been
immersed in this academic atmosphere. However,
after reading the philosophies of HanLiu and the
Neo-Confucianism, | gradually realized that the
Qianjia Philology is the practical learning and the
Neo-Confucianism is the the theoretical learning.
The two should not reject each other and they are
equally important and inseparable. After going
through the verses created by Chuanshan, we
found that, Chuanshan, Gu Tinglin and Huang
Lizhou not only have a similar track of life, but
also have similar academic ideas. The important
point is that they all rejected the unrealistic ideas
of Zhu Xi and Wang YangMing, strove to promote
the study which was benefit to the country. Look
back at history, the decaying feudal system was
attacked by philosophers. Nowadays, the analysis
and discussions are innovations on aspects such as
society, official system, economy and military
affairs. Finally, the three philosophers, such as
Chuanshan, Gu Tinglin and Huang Lizhou, wrote
poetry with deep hatred and resentment due to the
decline of the Ming Dynasty.

That reminds me, from the Southern Song Dynasty
to the middle of the Ming Dynasty, the basic
industries included agriculture and handicraft
industry as well as industries such as finance have
been taken into consideration. It has provided the
base of land and sea transportation for the market
economy and capitalism. What it lacks is only the
energies and powers beyond nature. There are
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many factors that stifle the new fetus of the new
era conceived by national history and culture,
among which the most important is the declining
feudal imperial system. The other is that, the
country laid emphasis on literature and ignored
the management with the rigid imperial
examination system as the lever or tool. Third, the
country closed the communication at the borders.
Fourth, the northern ethnic minorities have
invaded and attacked the Central Plains twice.
However, it was at the end of the Ming Dynasty
that the concept of the division of Huayi in the
farming era was solidified. The Central Plains has
given birth to a group of scholars represented by
Gu, Huang and Wang rallied the people to the
cause, so that the learning system and cultural
system of Huaxia could be rejuvenated. This lasted
for more than two thousand years. However, it is
not easy to solve the old bad habits, and the
appeals of philosophers can’t provide the help for
the fetus, while in other words, it tells Chinese
posterity that, China has entered into modern
times, which is not because of the intrusion and
the invasion of Westerners, but because western
academic thought has spread to China. Three
hundred years ago, the accidental invention of the
steam engine has obscured the great vitality of the
wisdom of the Chinese nation. In terms of the
tortuous and complex history, we should continue
to carry on comprehensive and meticulous
analysis and research.

Chinese traditional cultural is not only a long flow,
running to the vast sea, but also a string of beads
and jade without an end point. At the same time,
Wang Chuanshan is not only the torrent in this
river, but also an indispensable part of the pearl
and jade chain. Due to the political and social
factors during the Ming and Qing dynasties and
during more than two hundred years, the study of
Chuanshan seems to be a little more desolate than
the studies from other philosophers. Now, the
academic seminar for commemorating the 400th
anniversary of the birth of Wang Chuanshan is
about to be held in the southern part of the
country, which is a great thing for everyone. | said
the seminar is a good and meaningful thing, that’s
because it will not only contribute fruitful research
results, but also produce an academic effect,
which will make more people think of Wang
Chuanshan and restore important national cultural
memories.

| wish again the seminar a great success. | will
follow the footsteps of the wise men, continue to
study and think.

Group photo of the members participating in the seminars
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On April 13th and 14th, 2019, the 23rd Symposium
of Teaching and Learning on Chinese Culture and
Society, co-sponsored by the CLC and ICSCC, was
held in the Performance Theatre. Seven scholars
came and shared with us their knowledge about
“Traditional Chinese Thoughts and Their Modern

Value”.
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BAEX (88ARFENZFRZR) @ (<iCE>HELH)
Chou Chih-Wen (Professor of the College of Liberal Arts, National Taiwan University): Reading two paragraphs of The Analects

BEEX (tRITBEXFEFSHRIFFRAT)  (<BAZB>EF5RHEE)
Zhang Weiwen (Professor of the School of Philosophy, Beijing Normal University): Philosophy of /-Ching and Wisdom of
the East

BEN (YREIXFHMESEEEREE) @ (ROBEEFEIN)
Cao Zhipin (Professor of School of the Journalism and Communication, South China University of Technology): If Laozi and

Zhuangzi lived in Modern Times

SR (IRFBHFARPOEE. HR) @ (BHEIRHNEARNENED
Kong Linghong (Professor and director of the Taoism Research Center, Zhejiang University): Contemporary Academic
Significance and Value of Religious Daoism

28 (PUXRFEZFRIR) © (BEPhEL: DERBEIPO)
Gong Jun (Professor of the Department of Philosophy, Sun Yat-Sen University): Sinicization of Buddhism: Centered on Zen
Thought

#08 (NIt afEREFRARR. MIEMRMBBPFEHRFOEE) © (FERFRNARNMESEN)
Qian Ming (Researcher of the Institute of philosophy, and director of International Research Center for Yangming Studies,

Zhejiang Academy of Social Sciences): Contemporary Significance and Value of Yangming Studies

EME (AILIBERZHEUZERHR) @ (BEXBEENESZE)
Dong Conglin (Professor of the School of History and Culture, Hebei Normal University): Talking about the Self-cultivation of
Zeng Guofan
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On November 23rd and 24th, 2019, the 24th
Symposium of Teaching and Learning on Chinese
Culture and Society, co-sponsored by the CLC and
ICSCC, was held in the Performance Theatre. The
theme of this seminar was “Technological Innovation
and Cultural Tradition”. After nearly two months of
preparation, nine scholars from different disciplines
gathered at UIC, and shared their views with faculty
and students on the theme of the conference.
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miE (AUmERARIK. FERFRERLT) @ (SRERRNEFESZAR)
Tang Tao (President of UIC, Member of the Chinese Academy of Sciences): Mathematics and Art in High-tech Era

wEe (AERERFEBRYUEPLEREMARAEIELR) @ (PFAXNWERESRNFEREIIXILL)
Hsu Kuang-Tai (Joint Appointment Professor of the Center for General Education and Institute of History, Narional Tshing Hua
University): Comparison between Chinese and Western Cultural Traditions and Scientific Development

FXB (PERERAFANERZE) @ (FAOSHERSFERHZEEF)
Wang Daming (Professor of the School of Humanities, University of Chinese Academy of Sciences): Needham Problem and China's
Science and Technology Innovation

IRAR (ERAZEFANERZE) © (PESIREZRMHAREEIGEIHEE)
Zhang Daqing (Professor of the School of Health Humanities, Peking University): Achievements and Challenges of Contemporary
Chinese Medicine

BBEEN (PEMERARZEANSHESRZEZGHE) - (NFEESABRENZAENLNEREEFHSRIFRKREIIXER)
Hu Huakai (Professor of the School of Humanities and Social Science, University of Science and Technology of China): Viewing the

Relationship between Thinking Innovation and Scientific Development from the Ways of Ancient Chinese Solving Kinematics Problems

FRPE (ARRWAZPEABARERK. HARR) © (ERRUSBASMR S 1IHR—RISUGEF MBS TER)
Wang Siming (Director and Researcher of the Institution of Chinese Agricultural Civilization, Nanjing Agricultural University): Traditional
Agricultural Civilization and Modern Village Revitalization

The Value and Role of Agricultural Cultural Heritage

BIR (FEAZEPNERLR) @ ( "—H K" BRXBESHAHER)
Fung Kam-Wing (Professor of the School of Chinese, the University of Hong Kong): "The Belt and Road" Technology Civilization
and Modern Society

BRI (LR ARFERIRSHESMRAEEE) © (PERESLELRIERK)
Pan Jianhong (Professor of the Institute of Science, Technology and Society, University of Science and Technology Beijing): A
Comparative Study of Chinese and Western Science and Technology

B2 (AAORKAKESHIARPOHR) @ (FTREEIRAIBARSE: NERAZIRE)
Zhao Jianhua (Professor of the Center for Higher Education Research, Southern University of Science and Technology): Technical
Dimensions of New Liberal Arts Construction: From Embedding to Integration
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