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Re-understanding the Value of Chinese Culture in the Post Epidemic Era
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COVID-19 suddenly swept
the globe. The fierce epidemic has not only brought

serious threat to people’s lives and health, but has also
profoundly changed all aspects of social life. It can be
said that the epidemic has reshaped the current world to
a certain extent.

In 2020, the Institute for Communication Studies of
Chinese Culture was inevitably affected by the
epidemic, but thanks to everyone’s support and efforts,
the communication and study of Chinese culture has
continued to be promoted. To adapt to the needs of
epidemic prevention and the changes of the epidemic
situation, the activities of the research institute were
held via a combination of online and offline platforms.
In the area of Sinology, we held “ The summer lecture
series on Chinese culture" online, and invited nine
famous scholars and artists from both inside and outside
of the university, including Yi LEI, Weiwen ZHANG,
Hong WANG, Fang WANG, and Guoxiang PENG, to
give lectures involving the contents of Confucianism
and Taoism, classical poetry, Kunqu Opera and modern
thought. In terms of national conditions, we held a
series of lectures offline, and invited senior experts
from both inside and outside of the university, including
Mr. Yonghang GUO, Mr. Yisheng YAO, academician
Tao TANG, Professor Zhi CHEN, Professor Yaqing
MAO, Professor Weijia JIA, Professor Adrian Bailey,
Professor Jianhui LI, and Professor Xinhua CAI, to

give their brilliant opinions on the development of the
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Greater Bay Area, the prospect of artificial
intelligence, the State Education strategy, the
common community of human destiny and
so on. The organization of these series of
lectures have not only broadened the academic
vision of UIC teachers and students, but have also
promoted the communication and study of Chinese
culture.

In 2020, facing the challenge of the epidemic
situation, China delivered an excellent solution. This is
due to China's institutional advantages and governance
efficiency on the one hand, and the profound
foundation and deep influence of Chinese culture on
the other hand. In the process of epidemic resistance,
China reflected the principles of unification and the
primacy of life, a spirit of looking out for and helping
each other, and the sentiment that China is a unified
whole and the world is a big family. It can be said that
the epidemic provided an opportunity to re-examine
and discover Chinese culture, while also powerfully
demonstrating the contemporary value and significance
of Chinese culture.

The epidemic is still ongoing, but it will ultimately
end one day. However, in this unprecendented journey,
human beings will certainly continue to encounter
various tests and challenges. We firmly believe that
Chinese culture is the spiritual lifeline of the Chinese
nation and the foundation for the Chinese nation to
overcome peril and live forever. In the years ahead, the
Institute for Communication Studies of Chinese Culture
will continue to keep in touch with various departments
of the university as well as all sectors of the society,
learn from past experience, integrate existing resources,
take the initiative to make innovation and change, stick
to our original intention of communicating and studying
Chinese culture through various tests and challenges,

and always make the effort to move forward.
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1C's 15th Annivérsary Lecture Series

The Moral Foundation of Confucian Theory of Benevolent Politics (wang dao)
and Its Present Dilemma
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On the morning of December 8, 2020, in the
quaint CEFC Academy, Wang Kai, professor and
doctoral supervisor of the School of Philosophy,
Beijing Normal University, brought us a lecture
titled "Human rights, sovereignty, political
power -- the moral foundation of kingcraft
ideality of Confucianism and its dilemma in
modern times".

Firstly, he compared the original concepts of
"kingcraft" and "rule by force" in Confucianism.
Then, Professor Wang introduced the ideal of
benevolent rule in Confucianism—*“win people
by virtue".

After the comparison of views on the ideal
social system from different schools of thought,
Professor Wang concluded that in the Confucian
"sitting back and pontificating", what is
pontificated about is an ideal state, while there
are actually certain difficulties in the practical
operations. But even so, the Confucian theory
can be regarded as a goal that we constantly
make progress towards, and we cannot deny its
effect on the level of values.

Next, Professor Wang led us to discuss the
basic moral foundation for Confucianism’s
order—“A heart of
compassion", that is a sympathetic mind, as well

dealings with the world

as basic views from Confucianism such as “the
benevolent is invincible", "vanquish without
battle", and "console the people and punish the
wicked". During the 90 minutes of his speech,
Professor Wang quoted from the classics and
introduced real and multifaceted basic Confucian
concepts to the audience, which significantly

benefited those in attendance.
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'Hdnorary Doctorate Distinguished Lecture

Nothing but the Truth
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On November 16, 2020, Hong Kong Baptist
University (HKBU) conferred an honorary doctoral
degree (Doctor of Science, honoris causa) upon UIC
Founding President Prof Ng Ching-Fai for his
outstanding professional achievements and
remarkable contributions to society.

On the afternoon of November 23, 2020, the
honorary doctoral distinguished lecture, “Nothing but
the truth”, that featured Prof. Ng Ching-Fai was
delivered at Hong Kong Baptist University (SHAW
Campus). Prof. Ng spoke of his exploration and
thinking in the field of liberal arts education, and also
looked forward to the liberal arts education in Hong
Kong and the Mainland. At the same time, he also
expressed his gratitude to Hong Kong Baptist
University for conferring him the honorary doctorate
of science. He recalled with emotion the support he
received from colleagues, students and family
members in the past decades of education. The whole
lecture was rigorous but warm.

Prof. Ng believes that ideal education should be
people-centered ,whether in modern or ancient times,
in China or abroad. He advocated the educational
concept of erudition and grace, stating that the
qualities of knowledge, morality and personality for
students should be developed.

"What does education actually mean?" "Education
should not only educate people's minds, but also their
spirits. That is, it should develop students with certain
professional knowledge, leading them to become
noble people with the ability to distinguish good from
evil, and beauty from ugliness, as well as having
hearts of benevolence."

Prof. Ng also reflected on and looked forward to the
future of education.

Under the background of the epidemic situation,
the world pattern has changed. What is the direction

of education in Hong Kong in the future? He

®

expressed that liberal arts education is the key to
leading Hong Kong and even the whole world into a
better tomorrow.

As an educator who has devoted decades to
education in Hong Kong and the Mainland, he
conveyed with emotion that he appreciated the
understanding and support from his colleagues of
Hong Kong Baptist University, UIC and the
University of Hong Kong, as well as his family
members, which allowed him to carry out his work
smoothly. Prof. Ng’s humorous and kind speech style

created a warm and harmonious atmosphere.
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Jiaofeng HUANG: Mozi, the Ancestor of Chinese Scientists.
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China successfully used Long March 2D, a carrier
rocket, to launch the world’s first QUESS (Quantum
Science Experimental Satellite), Mozi, in JSLC (Jiuquan
Satellite Launch Centre), at 1:40 a.m., August 16th, 2016.
Jianwei PAN, chief scientist of the QUESS project and
academician of the Chinese Academy of Sciences, spoke to
the media at JSLC a day before the launch. He indicated
that the reason why world’s first QUESS, independently
developed by China, was named after Mozi lay in that
Mozi was the first scientist to discover that light travels in
straight lines through the Pinhole Imaging Experiment.
The discovery was a momentous principle of optics
because it first explained the rectilinear propagation of
light scientifically, and laid the foundation for the
development of quantum communication. Mozi also
proposed a significant theory of particles. Naming the
QUESS after an ancient sage, Mozi, reflects the cultural
confidence of China.

Launching the Mozi satellite is a grand occasion in the
Chinese scientific community. However, the “Scientific
Sage” and ancestor of Chinese scientists, Mozi, is not
widely known. 2000 years ago in the pre-Qin period, Mozi
and the Mohist school he founded , together with the
Confucian school, were hailed “Most Prestigious Doctrine
of the World”(Han Feizi, Prestigious Doctrine).
Nevertheless, the theory of Mozi was banned and did not
persist shortly after the first emperor of Qin ordered books
to be burned, and Han Wudi period’s theory of “Ban the
hundred philosophers, venerate Confucianism exclusively”.
In the succession of dynasties after that, only 53 chapters of
Mozi recorded in the orthodox literature, Daozang, were
handed down. Mozi consists of theology, political science,
economics, education, ethics, philosophy, military science,
logic, physics, mathematics, and other interdisciplinary
knowledge. Mozi was said to be an encyclopedia, and was
unparalleled in his time and in later generations. Although a
large portion of Mozi is missing, people today can still
appreciate the technological achievements and scientific
theories, representing the highest level of science in ancient
China, through the remaining chapters of Mozi.

Mozi’s place as the ancestor of Chinese scientists is well-
deserved.
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James YANG : “Journey to the West” in Normal High School
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This essay shares with UIC readers James Yang’s
special life experience gained in the U.S. While working
tirelessly to pursue his academic dream as a doctorate
student in the Educational Studies Program at the
University of Oklahoma, he dedicated himself to
disseminating Chinese culture by utilizing his artistic
talent as a cartoonist. He was invited to become a
storyteller for Norman High School students,
demonstrating the classical novel titled Journey to the
West through creating comics slides. In this essay,
James’s vivid writing enables us to become immersed in
his humorous storytelling class. In order to overcome
language and cultural barriers between the Chinese
classical fiction and American high school students,
James adopted interesting cartoons as a teaching method
to help the students understand the essence of Journey to
the West. His cartoon slideshows highlighted the features
of the main characters in the novel, including the Monkey
King, Piggy Monk, Sandy Monk, and Tang Monk.
Likewise, his drawing was very conducive for English-
speaking students to catch the implications of this ancient
novel. Most of the students were impressed with James’s
storytelling based on his cartoons. Guided by James’s
teaching, they were inspired to explore Journey to the
West, imitating the Monkey King and Piggy Monk. From
James’s perspective, drawing, like writing and speaking,
are an indispensable part of classroom activities.
Utilization of cartoons produces a dynamic and friendly
atmosphere, in which students and teachers can interact
constructively. At the same time, the art of creating
cartoons has the ability to become a unique “language” to
communicate with students across culture and countries.
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Because of the widespread infection of COVID-19,
"wearing masks", "social distancing", and other protective
measures have become norms of daily life. In the past, in
East Asia and Europe, several kinds of clothing emphasizing
"shelter" and "sense of distance" were popular; such as the
“wei-mao (hat with hanging yarn)” in the Tang Dynasty and
the “crinoline” in Europe in the 19th century. These articles
of clothing not only reflected aesthetics, but also the living

habits and moral values of their eras.
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The author, Dr. Andy Shui-lung FUNG(H % # 1 1),
Fellow of Royal Society of Arts (UK) , is currently
Associate Professor and Associate Director of the Research
Institute of Chinese Culture at UIC.

Many Chinese people regard Zhuge Liang(i%# %) as
one of the most talented and wisest individuals in all of
Chinese history, and may be comparable to Da Vinci in
Europe. In this article, Dr. Fung reveals the secrets of what
and how Zhuge Liang taught his children.

Firstly, "How can things in the world be as good as you
want? Rather, you should be worthy of your heart."
Although success or failure is decided by heaven, the effort
lies in people.
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Secondly, as the English saying goes, “Without vision,
man will go astray,” Zhuge Liang taught his children to
develop vision through quiet meditation, learning and so on.
He says, “If you don't study, you can't be multi-talented. If
you don't have ambition, you can't accomplish anything."

Last but not the least, Zhuge Liang is also extremely
sensitive to the quick loss of time (time’s winged chariot).
Success is only reserved for those who are well prepared, so
Zhuge Liang tells his children to seize the day and seize the
hour, and as a result they will not have regrets because they
have tried their best throughout their whole life.

The article is supplemented with beautiful cartoon
drawings by Dr. James Zhixiang YANG(#7#18 1-).
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There has always been significant deviation from the
historical evaluation of Duke Xiang of Song. This article
focuses on the historical facts and analyzes the reasons for
the status changes of Duke Xiang of Song, relying on the
specific cultural background and commentary from
successors . In addition to Su Shi's fierce criticism of Duke
Xiang of Song, Duke Xiang of Song's failure in the Battle
of Hongshui undermined the moral value of Confucianism
and even destroyed the moral model of Confucian theory,
which may be the underlying cause for the disastrous
decline of status of Duke Xiang of Song.
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EHE, THERR, THLENE, SUARERT
(BH#E) o SRNEZFTRREEATIIN, ARMES
ARARMEHREFHINZZHN, BEFEH
T EM E AT ERUTES, wSHEEN? B3]
WMRNEANNERAEE NG, ETHEERT . R
ARHEFHAEXREKDN, B5RRILY, 55X
2, AR RESREEANERNIBILA?

o, ARSI THESERERE AT ELH
WIEZ T8y, RARFHEEHHN N EILERRZEY
‘HE , BEBHNE, TAELESHYNXRF, R
BHRERFINN, FELRY, RERASHNEFE
2 BRER KT BARRBAEARNFFGR
B MBS ey TE?

JBILREEARAER T . WIF2RIVERFIIER
MEESHFNETEWERE, BRAFHRDBE, F
FRDBANHE AR, FIRNEE-NERRITHENL
TEIL—ERRS RN R RNt —EYIEE X
T, RENZE—IBEEHE-—RIEREER, R
W—1? WAHNEREEEERZIEE, EREN “JE
o NBARARE-—PEE, BREMERUWRB—RK
"EFT MR ESERT, WA NIRRT REEE
HEIETE? RARTHEMIE, BE— "TF" #aEw
BEXNR, BAAHN WA BEHEE, Ex
F' ARBHR—BRAL, EENAEINNBIIRFLE
FHEIL TR,

The article is about cats and cat-lovers of ancient China.
Although Chinese people have domesticated cats since an
earlier time, writings and paintings about cats only began
to appear in large quantities from the Song dynasty. One of
the most famous cat-lovers of the Song dynasty was
probably Lu You, who named his cats and wrote poems
for/about them. Like ordinary people, many Chinese
emperors were also cat-lovers, such as the Huizong of the
Song dynasty and Xuanzong of the Ming dynasty. In
addition to writing about cats, Chinese elites and emperors
also made cats protagonists of their paintings. Why did
ancient people love cats? Cats as mouse-catchers were
protectors of grains and books within households.
Moreover, when a cat got into a new family, he or she had
to “sign” a contract with the family, a practice particularly
popular in the Yuan and Ming dynasty. Cats were so
unique that even people of the past knew that they had to
resort to some superhuman power in order to make cats
behave properly at home.
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Z WETIB AL fE“The World as 1 See It" B =A%,
T2, ERFERBERPERZREN (KFE
EX) ¥ AREREZ— EFE/LEN (KEE
X ) BB R I AR IR SCE T U AR AR
BERE - TEM, BFEEHBRX —EXNESEEE X
BERANAR L HHREZNE, LTEEXENRE—
BRZZ2ARVITIM =, BT 5ECARA SR X
tb, EFAAXENRE—EBBNLNMRENGF, BE
MHAE S, HEEFFEXLEFOE, RINZE
BTG F A REEFEP REHNBLHES
N, MifEEE EFHhIBRIX LG T, AXEHIX L
FROBNFERH DUF LA

Bh, EEAHNBAZXNEE —BRIIEET
“experience” B &, i}, “The most beautiful
experience we can have is the mysterious. It is the
fundamental emotion which stands at the cradle of true art
and true science.” { KZEEX ) BMFARANTEL

"BINFEENREFNERSRUNERE, B2
FHEAEEZAMEERZLRMNERER" . £F
TN, “experience”FEFIXBFEAN BB 2 FFEH,
AXIBEY AR BERBHRHNIANEEHNANR,
TXIBH "R 5 “mysterious ( 1HFAHY, XE
DEEREN ) " BREAFEXIENAEIR, FES
TAATEIX MBS Fexperience”F A “"&H" LLRTE
PXHIMAE, FEDERZER, FTUALR
B, BAVEXWaIEFL "RIOAABENEREYNE
PR, ERXMEEANBREE THEENT
ARFOR}ZE, "

ETXERFEET —1PHATENRIEAMN
K4, “A knowledge of the existence of something we
cannot penetrate, our perceptions of the profoundest
reason and the most radiant beauty, which only in their
most primitive forms are accessible to our minds — it is
this knowledge and this emotion that constitute true
religiosity; in this sense, and in this alone, [ am a deeply
religious man.” RIBHH, XAEHFFEZE "F11IAR
FEERABMNAAEERNROGFE, RIEBAH
HAEMHERRENERARNEI B N REREAEM
FRMIEH E——ERBZXFINRFIX T ERMA T B
ENRBERE, EXPMEXLE, TEGSAREXNE
XE, #AR—TRBERENZHRBNOA, " £F
NA, ERRENFERBNNZEIRE P XEXEY
XEMENER, TBBEIIEEIENG . RIENG

KiEAR

MY FHMNDERKEETAS, I, SHE-ERK
MEF. WRBNEEEBETEXNREM, Bx
AR EREE, BZTE2TUEXPRXK
FEMP XN =01E, MAERETREXNEFEM,
XHFEXERSZER, FIURNAERE LBXFH
FEH, "BNAEXMR LFESE LRI
RRMWIY; HINRBIALREUERIBNFRILR
MEZHNERRAEMIEMIENE, EIXLIA
HMAERIER T EENRBEEM. NXPMEX LR,
MNBEZXIMEXE, BRAR—TEBHORARE, "

TEHRUEZELBRBREBEHEER, ERXE 1
cannot conceive of a God who rewards and punishes his
creatures, or has a will of the kind that we experience in
ourselves. Neither can I nor would I want to conceive of
an individual that survives his physical death; let feeble
souls, from fear or absurd egoism, cherish such
thoughts.” IRIFHM, X—ERHNBIER "L EE8E—
TN BCHEMINMESTIN LS, BEERE
SAERERNECHE LAARINBE—FET, I
FEOMTEERE —DPATERERT UEESHREE
&, IIBELRBHRE, BTFREISZHTIRNK
B, ZEXHIRIFENE! " EAXFEFPEE
HEX "BWEEBRRESBRERNBECE LAAR
FWMME—FELT" PRI "BE" RERXX,
BRXAERERFLEFASHGA—FERELESN
BR., X, 2EMNBARNESE - NaFPEFIN
MEARMER, E5MA, EREARSEHFNT
FHEFREXNAREMURFTERER, MABYRT F
XWMEGZRAFE, BEZZIW, EHFPINRE
EEERBPXHIGR, BEXNEKALAILNIFINGN
Ha, ARBERE "HTAREARSAE-TREIIAX
WEH, BAEELFREA—MHERINER, K
~EE, OFAREEARERI T EHREFE, R
EALYRAARER, AIRFATEERNEB R
FTREFEXERR, " XHEHF, PEZRERIERS
ZIBMRT o

XENEREBE—THLT/\MIEMHKT “
am satisfied with the mystery of the eternity of life and
with the awareness and a glimpse of the marvelous
structure of the existing world, together with the devoted
striving to comprehend a portion, be it ever so tiny, of the
Reason that manifests itself in nature.”JR XX HIEHIEE

"HECRKHBETEGKIENRY, HETHEN

FHRNMEFNEN, BTN —8F, I B UK
BHENEINIEEBARA S BRI
S, IFEAREHR/IN -, Rt oH#HEER
To " XANEHEERE “satisfied (HE) " HE=
PMHIEE, BTN FE2LX=1"FIEEBT KT
BREE—METH, MPEEZFRELAIREIEE
KHEF, EFJNALEX—HXLKA DB A=
HXERFESWETY, BEFEPEANEEIIR,
BREATEHR2EE, BNBELARSE “HE" 1
R X IE, BINEREXEEFEHN. “HAEHGK
BHRMMRE, AEEZHERLIXMMREY
EMOFEEBEmMIT L, HEGENDTT7THRBLEAE
BATRTEEGFENEMHMHER, BIEBIZRN
B—Eo, "

RETBRN, BINEHENEAXZE/HNERENZ
57, BR B A2EH, RBME A" .
PL, FEBIEPROANERTEX, EZIULRMNOH
EFSCENREENERLEIR, WR-KBFBTR
X, EEERXMBENREAGABELZZ R, 5
RN BEARE B ERIER EOEE, WHESAE (3K
MERN) X—RBEFZPREURS, BAG—FH=
FRARPEMMNE DR, fmiXLEREOEE
T AN XEEENRAFE S,

A translated version of Albert Einstein’s prominent
work “The World as I See It” is selected as reading
material in the textbook of "University of Chinese"
compiled by East China Normal University. Although this
article embodies deep values of human life and
philosophical ideas, Chinese students cannot comprehend
it very well due to some translation problems. This paper
focuses on a few sentences that Chinese students feel
difficult to understand and tries to interpret them in a way
that is in line with Chinese students' reading habits. The
conclusion of this paper is that even though we take
“faithfulness, expressiveness and taste” as the standard of
our translation, expressiveness should be more important
in our translation practice. Furthermore, we will have to
pay more attention to the target readers’ reading
preferences, especially some idiomatic expressions and
common language patterns. Faithfulness to the original
text does not necessarily mean to be loyal to all
grammatical structures of the original text in our

translation work.
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